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SUBJECT: CMP LEADER ATTACKS SOVIETS; PRC VIEWS OP THE CPM 
REF: A. A-88 B. NEW DELHI 4757 (NOTAL) 

1. AT A MAY 17 MEETING WITH THE PRESS, COMMUNIST PARTY-MARXIST 
(CPM) GENERAL SECRETARY E.M.S. NAMBOODIRIPAD ATTACKED THE SOVIET 
COMMUNIST PARTY (CPSU) FOR CONTINUING TO SUPPORT INDIRA GANDHI. 

"THE CPSU HAS BEEN BOLD ENOUGH TO CRITICIZE AND EXPOSE STALIN, BUT 
IT HAS BEEN SILENT ON WHAT MRS. GANDHI HAD DONE". NAMBOODIRIPAD 
REPORTEDLY INTERPRETED SUCH SILENCE AS EVIDENCE OP POSITIVE SUPPORT 
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POR THE PORMER PM. THE CPM LEADER SAID THAT THE CPSU AND THE CPI 
WERE BOTH TRYING TO "REHABILITATE MRS. GANDHI AND THE CONGRESS 
(I) IN INDIAN POLITICS". HE DISMISSED THE CPI'S ADMISSION THAT 
ITS SUPPORT OP THE EMERGENCY WAS A MISTAKE AS A TACTICAL PLOY. 

HE SAID HE DID NOT KNOW WHETHER THE CPI WAS BEING DICTATED TO BY 
THE CPSU, BUT WAS CERTAIN THAT THE TWO HAVE IDENTICAL VIEWS 
ON THE INDIAN POLITICAL SCENE. BOTH SUPPORTED THE "PASCIST 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


RULE OF MRS. GANDHI, THE EMERGENCY AND HER AUTHORITARIANISM 
(ALT. QUOTES FROM THE MAY 18 "STATESMAN".) 

2. PRC FIRST SECRETARY LI CHENG TSENG HAD ONLY DISPARAGING WORDS 
FOR THE CPM IN A MAY 12 CONVERSATION WITH AN EMBOFF. HE SAID THE 
CPM STILL LOOKED TO THE USSR AS A "SOCIALIST STATE" AND CONTINUED 
TO SEEK SOVIET RECOGNITION. IN HIS VIEW THE CPM WANTED TO MERGE 
WITH THE CPI. LI DID NOT RESPOND TO THE SUGGESTION THAT THE CPM 
MIGHT ONLY BE SEEKING A TACTICAL ADVANTAGE FROM THE CPI IN THOSE 
STATES WHERE IT HAS POLITICAL STRENGTH. REFERRING TO THE MARCH 
VISIT OE THE CHINESE GOODWILL DELEGATION TO CALCUTTA (REF B), 

LI SAID THAT THEY HAD BEEN WARMLY RECEIVED. HE EXPLAINED THAT 
ON THE PERSONAL LEVEL BENGALIS IN GENERAL AND CPM MEMBERS IN 
PARTICULAR WERE FOND OF THE CHINESE. IN ANSWER TO A QUESTION, 

LI SAID THEY WOULD NOT INVITE A CPM DELEGATION TO VISIT CHINA, 

AS "WE HAVE NO PARTY RELATIONSHIP". 

3. COMMENT: NAMBOODIRIPAD'S ATTACK ON THE CPSU IS NOT CONSISTENT 
WITH THE SPIRIT OP THE RESOLUTION OF THE RECENT CPM CONGRESS 
WHICH WAS AN EXERCISE IN CRITICIZING THE SOVIETS AND THE CHINESE 
IN EQUAL MEASURE (REF A). IF HE WERE SPEAKING OFFICIALLY FOR 

THE CPM (A QUESTION ON WHICH WE RESERVE JUDGMENT), THE CPM 
GENERAL SECRETARY APPEARS TO HAVE ALTERED THE BALANCE IN THE 
CPM'S RELATIONS WITH THE USSR AND THE PRC BY SINGLING OUT THE 
SOVIETS FOR A HARSH ATTACK ON A MATTER OF GREAT IMPORTANCE TO 
THE PARTY. UNTIL NOW THE CPM HAS SOUGHT TO MAINTAIN A POSITION 
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OF EQUIDISTANCE PROM BOTH THE USSR AND THE PRC. SIMILARLY, HIS 
ATTACK ON THE CPI COUPLED WITH RECENT CRITICAL COMMENS IN THE 
CPM PRESS INDICATE THAT THE POSSIBILITY POR COOPERATION BETWEEN 
THE TWO COMMUNIST PARTIES GROWING OUT OF THEIR RECENT CONGRESSES 
IS NOW LESS LIKELY. WE BELIEVE THAT NAMBOODIRIPAD'S STATEMENTS 
TO THE PRESS GROW OUT OP AN INCREASING ANXIETY ON THE PART OP THE 
CPM WITH THE POSSIBILITY OP A RETURN TO POWER BY MRS. GANDHI. 

HIS STATEMENTS CLEARLY INDICATE THAT HE BELIEVES THAT BOTH THE 
CPI AND THE CPSU ARE CJW WORKING TO BRING THIS ABOUT. NAMBOODIR- 
IPAD IS CORRECT, IN OUR VIEW, IN APPRECIATING THE PROBLEMS THE CPM 
WOULD HAVE, IP MRS. GANDHI RETURNED TO POWER. LESS CLEAR IS HIS 
CLAIM THAT THE CPI ONCE AGAIN IS SUPPORTING MRS. GANDHI, ALTHOUGH 
THE PRO-MOSCOW COMMUNISTS ARE RENOWNED FOR THEIR POLITICAL 
AGILITY. 

4. LI'S VIEWS OF THE CPM ARE NOT SURPRISING. THE CPM'S POLICY 

OF EQUATING THE PRC WITH THE USSR IS NOT ONE DESIGNED TO PLEASE 
THE CHINESE. LI MAY, HOWEVER, TAKE SOME COMFORT FROM MANBOODIRI- 
PAD'S ATTACK ON THE CPSU, EVEN THOUGH THAT WAS PROBABLY NOT 
NAMBOODIRIPAD'S PRINCIPAL PURPOSE IN MAKING IT. 

GOHEEN 
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